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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the- previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/05/2006 has been entered. 

This Office action responds to the applicant's amendment filed on 
04/05/2006. In this amendment, Claims 1 and 18 are amended, Claims 14-17, 23-25 
are withdrawn and Claims 26-28 are canceled. 

Claims 1-13, 18-22, 29 and 30 remain for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 04/05/2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues "In particular, the claims have been amended, in part, to recite 
'wherein the receiver/decoder indirectly accesses the network via a gateway interposed 
between the receiver/decoder and the remote server.' Thus, instead of directly 
accessing the network via, for example, the Internet Protocol (IP), the receiver/decoder 
uses a proxy or gateway as a means to obtain to the network." 
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Examiner would like to point out that the White's reference still reads on the 
amended claim limitation. White clearly discloses "WebTV clients are coupled to a 
modem pool 2 via direct-dial, bi-directional data connection 29 which may be telephone, 
or any other similar type of connection. Other connection mechanisms may be 
employed such as cable and satellite forward channels, for example" (col. 3, lines 20- 
27). Furthermore, White discloses the WebTV clients 1 each have a connection to the 
WebTV server 5 either directly or through the modem pool 2 and Internet" (col. 3, lines 
30-38). 

Therefore, the rejection is maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 12-13, 20-22 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 

paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 

subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "a gateway" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "a network" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "a gateway" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claims 13, 22 and 29-30 are also rejected because of dependency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-11 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by White et al. (U.S. Patent 5,983,273) herein referred to as White. 

Regarding Claims 1 and 18, White discloses a. method of authenticating 
communication between a receiver/decoder (WebTV client) and a remote server 
(WebTV server) for providing access to a network (col. 3, lines 5-20), the method 
comprising 

using an identifier (identification information) of the receiver/decoder to 
authenticate the communication (col. 2, lines 5-10), 

the identifier being based on an identifier for access to broadcast service 
(WebTV service) (col. 5, lines 50-58), 
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wherein the receiver/decoder indirectly accesses the network via a gateway 
(modem pool 2) interposed between the receiver/decoder and the remote server (Figure 
1, col. 3, lines 19-38 and col. 4, lines 46-53). 

Regarding Claim 2, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 
above. White further discloses wherein the identifier is stored on a removable 
component (smartcard) of the receiver/decoder (col. 4, lines 5-20). 

Regarding Claim 3, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 
above. White further discloses wherein the identifier is independent of a network login 
identifier for the receiver/decoder (col. 7, lines 8-20). 

Regarding Claim 4, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 
above. White further discloses wherein the identifier is based on a number unique (id) 
to a smartcard for use with the receiver/decoder (col. 4, lines 5-1 0). 

Regarding on Claim 5, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 
above. White further discloses wherein the remote server is for accessing the internet 
(Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 33-35). 
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Regarding Claim 6, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 
above. White further discloses wherein the remote server is an internet account 
management system (col. 5, lines 30-35). 

Regarding Claim 7, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 6 
above. White further discloses wherein an internet account for a user is established by 
the internet account management system using the identifier of the receiver/decoder 
(col. 5, lines 50-55). 

Regarding Claim 8, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 7 
above. White further discloses wherein the identifier of the receiver/decoder is 
compared by the internet account management system with a stored list of identifier of 
receiver/decoders which may establish internet accounts (col. 5, lines 28-35). 

Regarding Claim 9, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 7 
above. White further discloses wherein the remote server comprises means for sending 
data to an internet service provider and wherein said method comprises the steps of 
providing details of the internet account to the internet service provider to establish a bi- 
directional data pathway (bi-directional data connection 29) between the 
receiver/decoder and the internet service provider (remote server) (Fig. 1,col. 3, lines 
20-30). 
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Regarding Claims 10 and 19, White discloses the limitations as discussed in 
Claim 1 above. White further discloses wherein said identifier is accompanied by data 
identifying a data pathway to be used for communication between the receiver/decoder 
and the remote server (col. f, lines 60-65). 

Regarding Claims 1 1 and 20, White discloses the limitations as discussed in 
Claim 1 above. White further discloses wherein the remote server provides the 
receiver/decoder with access to a network having network protocols (col. 3, lines 30- 
38), and data output from the receiver/decoder is converted into data compliant with the 
network protocols at a location remote from the receiver/decoder (col. 2, lines 5-10). 

Regarding Claim 21, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 
above. White further discloses a gateway intermediate the receiver/decoder and the 
remote server (Figure 1 and col. 3, lines 20-48). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 12-13, 22, and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.G. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over White as applied to claims 1 and 18 above, and further in view of 
Shambroom (U.S. Patent 6,301, 661, B1) herein referred to as Shambroom. 

Regarding Claim 12, White discloses the limitations as discussed in Claim 1 1 
above. White explicitly does not disclose wherein the data is converted into said data 
compliant with the network protocols by a gateway intermediate the receiver/decoder 
and the remote server. 

However, Shambroom discloses wherein the data is converted into said data 
compliant with the network protocols by a gateway intermediate the receiver/decoder 
and the remote server (col. 2, lines 30-65). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have incorporated the Shambroom's invention within 
White to include a gateway intermediate the receiver/decoder and the remote server 
wherein the data is converted into said data compliant with the network protocols. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to provide the broadcasting signal 
in a suitable format (col. 3, lines 48-67). 

Regarding Claims 13 and 22, White and Shambroom disclose the limitations as 
discussed in Claim 12 above. White and Shambroom further disclose wherein the 
network comprises a plurality of remote devices, said converted data being 
communicated by the gateway to one of said remote devices as specified in said data 
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thereby establish a communication channel between the receiver/decoder and the 
specified remote device (Shambroom, col. 2, lines 55-65). 

Regarding' Claim 29, White and Shambroom disclose the limitations as discussed 
in Claim 13 above. White and Shambroom further disclose wherein a message 
instructing termination of the communication channel is communicated from the 
receiver/decoder to the gateway using the non-internet protocol, the gateway in turn 
communicating a termination command to the specified remote device using the internet 
protocol (Shambroom, col. 8, lines 25-45). 

Regarding Claim 30, White and Shamroom disclose the limitations as discussed 
in Claim 12 above. White and Shambroom further disclose wherein the identification of 
the receiver/decoder is authenticated by the gateway before the communication channel 
is established (Shambroom, col. 2, lines 30-45). 

Prior Art 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Perlman et al. (U.S. Patent 5,978,381) 

Goldman et al. (U.S. Patent 5,974,461 ) 

Britt, Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent 5,940,074) 
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Contact Information 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Baotran N. To whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8156. The examiner can normally be reached oh Monday-Friday from 8:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on 571-272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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